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TOPIK UTAMA

IMPROVING STUDENTS’ ABILITY TO WRITE ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY BY
PROVIDING ARGUMENTATIVE ARTICLES AS TEXT MODEL AT STUDY
PROGRAM OF ENGLISH, FACULTY OF CULTURAL STUDIES, UNIVERSITAS
BRAWIJAYA MALANG

Frida Unsiah
Fariska Pujiyanti

Universitas Brawijaya, Malang
fariska.nasmaidi@gmail.com

Abstract

Considered as the most challenging subject for the students, compared to other skill
courses, writing needs to be taught in a way which can trigger students to start writing.
Most of our students think that writing class is a monster because they think that writing
has been a burden for them since they had writing course in the second semester. They
find it difficult to develop their ideas and to choose the appropriate vocabulary.
Moreover, they are not confident with their grammar. This phenomenon also happens in
the writer's argumentative essay class. Based on the students’ difficulties above, the
writers conducted classroom action research to improve students’ ability to write
argumentative essay. Argumentative articles were provided as text model to help students
activate their background knowledge so that they would be able to develop their ideas.
By applying this technique, it is found out that the students writing is getting better. It can
be proven by the improvement of their writing score after they were given argumentative
articles as text model.

Key words: classrrom action research (CAR), writing skill.

INTRODUCTION
In Indonesia, the teaching of English as

ForeignLanguage (EFL) requires the students

to master all language skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Among the
four English language skills, writing is

considered to be the most complex. According
to Cahyono (2010), this is not only because

writing is a productive skill, but it also

demands the ability to develop a piece of
writing into an effective finished product.

Writing course is given to the students of
Study Program of English, Faculty of Cultural
Studies, Universitas Brawijaya Malang from
the second to the fourth semester; they are
Paragraph Writing, Expository Essay, and
Argumentative Essay with three credits for

each. The lattest is considered as the last phase
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for the students to learn writing skill. If the
students pass this course, it is expected that
they will have acquired the skill. Thus, it is
urgently needed to overcome the students’
problems in Argumentative Essay course since
it becomes the last opportunity for the students
to enhance their basic writing skill before they
write their thesis.

When we conducted argumentative
essay class, we found that our students faced
difficulties in developing their own topic. It
happens every time they were asked to write a
new argumentative essay. Most students
admitted that they did not know to start writing
argumentative essay. This condition was due to
their limited knowledge on the given topic.
Besides, limited vocabulary also became other
issue on how they were not able to develop
their writing. Students also found it hard when
they had to write statements to support their
ideas and refute their opponent ideas, since the
core of argumentative essay is supporting ideas
and refuting opponent ideas. Considering
these issues, as lecturers we found a way on
how to activate students background
knowledge and vocabulary by providing
argumentative article as text model. We hope
that by providing argumentative articles, the
students will be able to develop their writing

skill better.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
1. Writing

As stated on the background of this
study, writing is one of the skills that college
students have to master in learning a language,
instead of listening, speaking, and reading.
Cahyono (2009) state that writing is defined as
jotting down ideas into written form. However,
it is not only a matter of putting ideas into
written form but also deals with how a writer
uses language to communicate with their
readers and how the readers interpret the
messages.Hence, in writing process, the writer
is not only required to have ideas and to be
able to write, but they are also required to
know how to express those ideas using good
grammar, appropriate diction, and also
rhetoric.
Argumentative essay is a foundation to write
thesis because when writing thesis, students
need to be able to express their arguments.
One way to enhance students’ ability to write
argumentative essay is by providing
argumentative articles as text model since it is
believed that it can help students to get ideas in
writing argumentative essay. The following is
the explanation on the connection between
reading and writing,
2. The Connection between Reading and

Writing
For many years, research in EFL

reading and writing has been conducted
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separatedly. The authorities and the learners do
not realize and even recognize that reading
gives significant input to the process and
product of writing. This situation can be due to
the unawareness of the reciprocal relationship
between reading and writing, or the limited
perspectives on reading-writing connection
that they are actually connected in some simple
ways (Tierney and Leys 1986).

However, recent studies from various
disciplines such as reading theory (schema
theory), linguistics, pragmatics,
communication theory have been investigated
to find out and prove whether there is
connection between reading and writing.
Moreover, it is frequently hypothesized that
the most effective way to master writing skill
is by involving reading activities in writing
classroom. Many research findings state that
reading material is beneficial for the mastery
of writing. These interest and research are also
supported by the argument that those two skills
are shared knowledge and process of making
meaning involving similar pattern of thinking
and similar linguistic habits (Reid 1993:43).
Shared knowledge shows that reading shares
information and knowledge to readers and so
does writing; the writers share and express
their knowledge into printed-texts. Whereas,
the latter, skills invite readers’ thinking while
receiving information from texts and writers’

thinking while expressing ideas about content
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and language form into printed-texts. One
more statement supporting the idea was also
stated by Tierney (1992), "Reading and writing
are sufficiently overlapping activities that they
support a symbiosis in which the impact of
the two together becomes greater than the
sum of their separate impacts.”
3. Advantagesofinvolving Reading in
Writ ing Classroom

When students are exposed to reading
various kinds of topics, they can obtain many
advantages such as the use of sentences for
different syntactic styles, the use of appropriate
dictions, as well as the use of cohesion and

coherence devices to make the unified

paragraphs.
correlational studies of reading and writing

Some extensive reviews of
performance reveal that there are correlation
between reading ability and measures of
syntactic complexity in writing. Stotsky (1983)
and Belanger (1987) found that better readers
tend to produce more syntactically mature
writing than poorer readers. Some researchers
also conducted the research on involving
reading in writing class. The finding shows
that this can determine students’ maturity of
using grammatical pattern in producing texts.
Still related to the linguistics’ point of
view, there are some other advantageous
activities of involving reading in writing

classroom. Reading a text can stimulate and
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